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ABANDONED MINE DRAINAGE IN THE WEST BRANCH
SUSQUEHANNA WATERSHED AND THE CHESAPEAKE BAY
by Rebecca Dunlap, Trout Unlimited

It's easy for residents who live in the West Branch
Susquehanna watershed, far upstream of the Chesa-
peake Bay's Blue Crab populations and tidal areas,
to disassociate themselves with the Bay's struggle
for ecological balance. Put simply, Blue Crabs,
albeit important, aren't the topic of the
majority of environmental-related
conversations in the West Branch.
Instead, here in the heart of
Pennsylvania's bituminous
coal seam, discussions often
revolve around abandoned
mine drainage.

The West Branch of the
Susquehanna watershed
located in north-central
Pennsylvania has more than
42,000 acres of barren land-
scape from abandoned coal
mines and more than 1,200 miles
of polluted streams and rivers as a
result of water draining from these lands.
What's more is that it has been determined that
between $110 million to $453 million in capital
expenditures will be required to fix these problems.
Given these daunting numbers it's not surprising
that dead streams and tree-devoid landscapes some-
times takes precedence over the struggles of the Bay
in the West Branch Susquehanna.

The West Branch Susquehanna Restoration Coali-
tion, a group led by Trout Unlimited and consisting
of more than 40 partnering organizations, is the
lead grass-roots organization working to dissemi-
nate the value of clean water and pollution-free
land to the residents who live near them.

Fixing abandoned mine drainage pollution related
problems in the West Branch Susquehanna water-
shed will cause obvious improvements ecologically
- and a recent study has shown that these ecological
improvements will also translate to economical im-
provements. For instance, the watershed could gen-

erate $22.3 million in fishing revenues every year if
its streams were free of pollution, and remediation
efforts could generate up to 4,000 green-collar jobs.

But what does abandoned mine drainage recla-
mation in the West Branch Susquehanna

watershed mean for the Chesa-
peake Bay? Polluted streams are

likely to be a direct conduit
for nutrient, namely nitrogen

and phosphorus, trans-
portation downstream.
Healthy streams and their
adjacent floodplains are
able to assimilate nitrogen
and phosphorus by simply

passing them through their
foodchain. A stream devoid

of aquatic life and conse-
quently a food chain, channels

the nutrients downstream. In
essence, ecological balance upstream

in the West Branch Susquehanna watershed
promotes ecological balance downstream in the
Chesapeake Bay.

>!- * * * ::- :!- -.I- * * # «- * * * * * * «- * * * * * * *

For more information about the West Branch
Susquehanna Restoration Coalition and Trout Un-
limited's efforts to repair the damage resulting from
years of environmentally irresponsible coal mining
in the West Branch Susquehanna watershed - and
how their efforts might improve the Chesapeake
Bay contact Trout Unlimited at 570-748-4901 or
visit www.wbsrc.com.

Partnering organizations of the West Branch
Susquehanna Restoration Coalition include North
Central Forest Landowners Association, Pennsylva-
nia Forestry Association, Pennsylvania Tree Farm
Program, and Woodlands Owners of Centre Coun-
ty. To find out how your organization can become
a member visit www.wbsrc.com.
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